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The John Carroll University
Department of Communication and Theatre Arts
Presents

BORN YESTERDAY
By: Garson Kanin
Directed By: Karen Gygli

Presented with permission by Dramatists Play Service Inc.

As a courtesy to the performers
and those around you:

PLEASE REFRAIN FROM USING CELL
PHONES, WATCH ALARMS, PAGERS
AND FLASH PHOTOGRAPHY

PLEASE note the emergency EXITS marked in
Kulas Auditorium. Should an emergency occur,
please WALK in an orderly fashion to the exit
nearest you.

BORN YESTERJ)AY
By: Garson Kanin

The Place: A Washington, D.C. hotel
The Time: 1946
Act I
9PM in the evening

10 Minute Intermission
Act II
Late Afternoon, two months later

10 Minute Intermission
Act III
That same evening, around 1:30AM

DIRECTOR'S NOTES
Born Yesterday is a valentine to democracy written right
after the war in 1946. But it is also a challenge to all those
who claim to be pari of a democracy. Even though it is a
comedy, Garson Kanin is throwing down the gauntlet and
demanding everyone step up to the plate and avoid the
"don ' t-care-ism" trap. Kanin is definitely criticizing those
like Harry Brock who try to manipulate an open system of
government into a payola scheme for a few. Today, we
know only too well how easily that can happen. Yet it is
ignorance and apathy, not greedy blowhards like Harry,
who are the real threat to the democratic ideal. One of the
many pleasures of this classic comedy is to watch Billie
blossom into a thoughtful, curious, and committed citizen
through her education. Even a showgirl can take ownership
of her government, Kanin seems to argue, if she will only
think, read, participate- and maybe turn off the screaming
pundits once in a while. Of course, this play might be a bit
dated in its generous and optimistic spirit. We live in a
much more cynical, polarized, demoralized time. Yet it
might still be true, even in this age of suspicious voting
machines and suspicious recounts, that in a democracy, we
get the government we deserve. Even with all the recent
election fiascoes, it is not time to give up. To use my
favorite phrases from the play, get off your "keester" and
vote, participate, educate yourself, or "too bad about you!"
Thanks for your support of John Carroll University
Theatre. We hope you enjoy the show!
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Bom Yesterday- Meet the Cast
Kate Croley (Helen): Kate has been acting in Cleveland
and Los Angeles for over ten years. Raised in Cleveland
Heights, Kate lived in Los Angeles, CA throughout her
teenage years and recently retumed to Ohio for a hi tory
major at John Carroll. While in Hollywood, Kate worked
on ickelodeon, The Hi tory Channel, "The O.C.,"
"National Lampoon's Dorm Daze 2," etc. and was trained
by William H. Macy, Felicity Huffman, and Sam
Christensen for several years.
Zach Katris (Eddie Brock): Zachary William Katris is a
sociology major with a philosophy minor. He is a member
of Kappa Sigma fraternity, JCU Rugby and Wrestling, and
Intramurals. His future goal is to attend law school and
specialize in intellectual/patent law. He has performed
small rolls in Harvey (won best comedic cameo and best
overall male cameo) and Wedding at the Point, and was
light/sound foreman in Death of a Salesman. His hobbies
include cooking, weightlifting, and cinematography/film
editing. His most proud accomplishment was being JCU
homecoming king.
Jared Petsy (Ed Devery): Jared is a senior
Communication and Art History double major. This is
Jared's 4 1h time on a John Carroll Stage, as he has appeared
in The American Comedy, Noises Off, and most recently All
My Sons. He also hosts a hip-hop radio show on 88.7
WJCU. Check it out, it's pretty fresh! Jared has a passion
for music and film and hopes to get into some aspect of
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Cast in Order of Appearance:
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Helen .. ... ...... .. .... ......... .............. .... ... Kate Croley
Pa ul Verraii ........................ ..... ..... .. . Jon Sauline
Bell Hops .... ..... ........ .. ...... ... ... .......... Andrea Hardges
James Sidney
Eddie Brock .. ..... .... ................. .. ....... Zach Katris
Harry Brock ... ..... .. .. .. ..... ... .. .... ... ...... P.J. Campanella
Assistant Manager ...... .... ..... .... ..... ... Christopher Angelotti
Billie Dawn ...... .... ... .......... .... .......... Jessica Benacquista
Ed Devery ..... ......... ...... .......... ...... ... Jared Petsy
Manicurist ... .............. ........ ...... ..... ... Jenny Whalen
Barber .. ......... .... ... ... ... ..... .......... ...... . Andrea Hardges
Boot Black....... ... .... .. ... ....... .......... ... James Sidney
Senator Hedges ... ........... .... ...... ... .... . Christopher Angelotti
Mrs. Hedges ..... .... ..... ..... ................. Jenny Whalen

)
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Jon Saulie (Paul Verrall): Jon is a ophomore, pos ibly a
Political Science major. He ha appeared on tage at JCU
in The Mystery of Edwin Drood, and A Play for Germs. He
is the LSO representative for LT and is very excited to be
doing Born Yesterday.
Christopher Angelotti (Asst. Manager/Senator Hedges):
Chri topher is a junior at JCU. He i currently majoring in
mathematics. While he has been doing theatre since he wa
five, this is his first production at JCU. He would like to
thank his parents for their constant love and support. He
also enjoys walking hi dog Fluffy through the park on
Sunday fall afternoons.
Andrea Hardges (Bell Hop/Barber): Andrea attended The
Cleveland School of Arts as a creative writing major. She
has written and produced plays during her high school
career. She is 19 years old and in her third year at JCU
majoring in communication. She is pursuing a career in
broadcast journalism. She is also the vice president of HipHop Dance Club and a committee ambassador of African
American Alliance. You can see her on Cleveland ow, a
local television show. She is looking forward to working
more with the JCU theatre department.
P.J. Campanella (Harry Brock): This is P.J. 's second
year at John Carroll. He is a communication major with a
minor in English. Born Yesterday is his second
performance here and he enjoyed being in the production.
P.J. 's interests include watching movies and sports, and
sleeping ... a lot.

either business in the future. He hopes to someday model
his life after the television show Entourage. He sends his
love and thanks to his parents and drama teachers (Derr,
Stiffler, Friedman, Gygli) for helping him grow on stage
and in life.
Jessica Benacguista (Billie Dawn) : Jessica is a senior
biology major and now (finally) a communication and
theatre arts minor from Pittsburg. Her favorite roles before
joining the notorious John Carroll actors include Urleen in
Footloose, Kate in Bang Bang You're Dead, Dolores Dante
in Working, not to mention Reno Sweeny in Anything Goes
(she wasn't only in the chorus ... she had lines). She has
appeared on the JCU stage as Dotty in Noises Off, as The
Princess Puffer in The Mystery of Edwin Drood, in the
Vagina Monologues, and as Kate in All My Sons. She is
very excited to appear on stage not as an old woman!
Jenny Whalen (Manicurist I Mrs. Hedges): Jenny is
currentl y a freshman here at JCU. She plans to double
major in Communication and Political Science with a
possible minor in foreign affairs. She has been involved in
numerous productions since elementary school and toured
one summer with the Bar Harbor Shakespearian Company.
In high school she played su pporting roles in Les
Miserables, Guys and Dolls, Cinderella, and You Can't
Take It With You. Jenny would like to thank her parents,
Mike and Theresa, for their continued support and her best
frien d, Kaitlyn, for the various character roles they have
played together.

Bom Yesterday- Production Staff
Karen Gygli (Director): Karen is an As ociate Profes or
ofTheatre in the Communication and Theatre Art
Department at John Carroll Univer ity. Some of her past
productions at JCU include All My Sons, The Foreigner, A
Piece of My Heart, Wait Until Dark, and Defying Gravity.
She also has directed for Red Hen Productions: Forbidden,
Body Outlaws, The Clue in the Old Birdbath, and Eight
Impressions of a Lunatic. She teaches courses in acting,
directing, introduction to theatre, Asian theatre, African
American theatre history, and of course, First Year
Seminar. Recently, she and several other professors at JCU
were recognized by ortheast Ohio Live Magazine for the
Dead Man Walking Project, for which she directed a staged
reading of Dead Man Walking (adapted for the stage by
T im Robbins). She is very happy to be working with this
amazing cast and crew, and thanks them all for their
dedication and hard work! She received her BA at Ohio
Dominican University, and her Ph. D in theatre from
Bowling Green State University.
Keith Nagy (Set Design): Mr. Nagy is an assistant
professor of Communications at John Carroll University
and previously served as Director of Production at
Cleveland Opera for 16 years. He was also the resident
designer for the Cleveland Opera and has designed sets and
lights for such favorites as The Turk in Italy, Hansel and
Gretel, Cosi fan Tutte, Rigoletto, La Traviata, and Carmen.
Mr. Nagy has designed sets and lights for over 20 of John
Carroll University Productions in the past ten years. At

James Sidney (Bell Hop/ Boot Black):James is a junior
Economics major here at John Carroll University. He ha
been active in high school theater, most notably playing
Big Julie in Guy & Dolls. Here at John Carroll he played a
townsperson in The Foreigner and James Throttle the Stage
Manager in The Mystery ofEdwin Drood. If not on the
stage, you can probably find James near a piano, teaching a
Karate class or locked in his room trying to get all his
Accounting work done (thanks professor).

her parents. " Mom and Dad I love you more than l could
say, thank you for everything."

Eric Simna (Sound Designer): No stranger to JCU, Eric is
sound designer for yet another JCU production. Always up
for a new challenge of juggling classes, family, work and
friends, he grumbles his way through sleep deprived nights
making sure this show will be just as good as or better than
the last. He would like to thank everyone in the department
of Communication and Theatre Arts for trusting him with
yet another show.

Lakeland Theatre Mr. agy is the resident designer.
Favorites include Company, Brighton Beach Memories, and
the light designer for I do! I do! He was both lighting and
set designer for Death of a Salesman, Arsenic and Old
Lace, I Hate Hamlet, and A Little Night Music and just
recently Into the Woods and Pride and Prejudice. Ilis
design work has included ballet, film, live theatre, and
industrial show. lie has designed for the Seattle Opera,
Opera Carolina, Lyric Opera of Kansas, Michigan Opera
Theatre, Connecticut Opera, and Opera de Puerto Rico.
Mr. agy's work in the theatre has been seen at Great
Lakes Theatre Festival, Doboma, The Halle Theatre,
Karamu, Porthouse T heatre, and Berea Summer Theatre.
Mr. agy, who is a member of the United States Artists
local #829, earned his Bachelor of Arts degree in Theatre
from California State Polytechnic University (Ponoma) and
Master of Fine Arts degree in Production Design from Ohio
University. Mr. agy's most recent credits include lights
and setting for the Halle Theatre's Production of Rags and
Cabaret, and lighting design for Doboma's critically
acclaimed production of Wit.
Millicent Zu llo (Stage Manager): Mill icent is a transfer
junior from Kent State Ashtabula. She is an early
childhood education major. She is new to the John Carroll
Theatre but not a stranger to the stage. Millicent has been
in may productions including Grease, Godspell, Frumpled
Fai1ytales, and Broadway Review '04. This is Millicent's
first time stage managing and would like to thank Karen for
the opportunity. She would like to dedicate this show to

PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING OMISIONS IN THE PROGRAM

COSTUME/MAKE-UP/HAIR COODINATOR AND DESIGNERCraig Tucker

Mr. Tucker earned his Bachelor of Fine Arts degree at Kent State University. His Kent
theatre credits include Women and Wallace and Dancing at Lunghnasa, He is the resident
Costume designer at Lakeland College and Tri-City College West which have included
such shows Pride and Prejudice, Cat On A Hot Tin Roof, Peter Pan and Rosencrantz and
Guildenstern are Dead. His John Carroll credits include A Piece ofMy Heart, The
Mystery of Edwin Drood, Noises Off! and All My Sons.

LIGHTING DESIGNERMichael J. Simons

Michael is happy to be back on the ladder again designing lights!. Originally from
Wisconsin, Michael is a freelance director and designer currently making his home with
the JCC Playmakers Youth Theatre and teaching part-time at JCU. His work has been
seen from California to New York and many places in between including JCU. His
design credits at John Carroll include Noises Off!, Cabaret, The Miser, Wait Until Dark
and All My Sons. Michael earned his B.A. Degree in theatre from Viterbo College in La
Crosse, Wisconsin and his M.F.A. in Directing and Scene Design from Western lllinois
University.

SAVE THE DATE!
Make sure to come see John Carroll 's
Spring Production

HEIDI CHRONICLES
Showing in Kulas Auditorium:

February 22,23,24 at 7:30pm

And
February 25 at 2pm
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